
2.13 Parent Organizations

  

A.        Principles

  

The board encourages the development and participation of parent organizations that support
the goals of the board and the school system.  The board recognizes that parent organizations
are an effective means of involving parents in their child’s school.  The superintendent and
school administrators shall inform parent organizations of specific goals for each school and
shall help these organizations identify opportunities to assist the school in achieving these
goals.

  

B.         Conditions for Establishing Parent Organizations

  

Parent organizations, including PTAs, PTOs and Booster Clubs, are not considered a part of the
school system.  However, because these organizations and their activities reflect upon the
school system, all parent organizations must comply with the following conditions in order to
operate in conjunction with the schools.

  

1.         All parent organizations must provide the superintendent with a document describing the
purpose of the organization and the general rules and procedures by which it will operate.  Any
later modifications to the organization’s purpose or general rules and procedures also must be
provided in writing to the superintendent.

  

2.         Parent organizations must obtain prior approval from the principal for (a) any
fund-raising event; (b) any purchase for the school; (c) any function involving the participation of
students; or (d) any event which is likely to reflect upon the school or the school system.

  

3.         Fliers and other literature displayed or distributed by parent organizations must comply
with policy 2.5, Distribution of Literature/Advertising in the Schools.
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4.         Parent organizations are responsible for maintaining their own financial records. 
Employees of the school system are not permitted to manage the affairs of parent organizations
during the workday.  However, the Lexington City Schools reserves the right to review the
financial books and records of the PTA, PTO, Booster Club, or association at any time and for
any reason whatsoever. 

  

5.         It is recommended that the PTA, PTO, or Booster Club purchase and maintain a general
liability insurance policy naming the Lexington City Board of Education and the school
associated with the PTA, PTO, or Booster Club as additional insured parties.

  

6.         It is recommended that the PTA, PTO, or Booster Club incorporate as a non-profit
corporation.

  

7.         Parent organizations are expected to consider the cultural diversity and economic
differences of students and parents in planning school-related functions.

  

8.         Title IX requires school systems to monitor distribution of benefits to all athletic teams
provided by the school system and booster clubs. The club or association shall provide or seek
to provide an equitable benefit to sports teams of both genders pursuant to Title IX.

  

The superintendent shall grant or deny parent organizations approval to operate at each school.
 Parent organizations that do not comply with board policies may have approval to operate
within the school revoked by the superintendent.

  

C.        Use of School Grounds and Facilities

  

Any item that a parent organization proposes to use on school grounds or contribute to a school
in conjuncture with the organization’s stated purpose must meet all legal requirements,
including safety codes.  Before accepting a donation of equipment, supplies, materials, or funds,
the principal must notify the superintendent or the superintendent’s designee.  In the event the
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donation involves or relates to the construction of a structure or the locating of a structure on
real property owned by the Lexington City Board of Education, the superintendent or the
superintendent’s designee will investigate and review the proposed use, construction, and/or
contribution and make a recommendation to the full Board of Education for approval,
modification, or denial of the request.  All donated items become the property of the school
system. 

  

Any such use or contribution may not impose any undue financial burden or obligation on the
school system.  Prior to installation or use of any equipment, supplies, or materials, the
superintendent or designee must approve the design, location, and construction material that
will become a permanent part of the school facility or grounds, including but not limited to:
playground equipment, bleachers, score boards, outdoor lights or fences, dugouts, storage
buildings.

  

Legal References:  G.S. 115C-36, -47

  

Adopted:  December 4, 2012
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